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a.  OPOHD  28-66  (Revised)  (Operation  E^^A),  Headcuarbers, 

2d  Bric'ede,  5  July  1966. 

b,  OPORD  0-66  (Operation  JJJA),  Headquarters,  1st  Battalion 
27th  Infantry,  7  July  1966, 

1.  L^IG^DJ  TTITY  AED/CTyOTft;*  CF  OFER.^TIOrv; 

Search  and  Destroy, 

2.  D'lVSS  OF  OIER^TIOH;  8-13  July  1966, 

3#  IfCATICIT :  Hau  N-Jhia  Province,  v'ssb  of’ the  Oriental  TUver  ' 
and  East  of  the  Cambodian  Border,  (See  Annex/,  Operations  Overlay), 

^  DCWNOtRADED  3  TEAR  r’T^Tr/ATS  U^CTASSI- 
/  *.  r  JrSD'AFTEB  lP  XSARS,.D0D  Dirr-CTiVE 

*  5200:10 
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•  This  aoo^ent  ^^,X'M5°lnr794. 
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4-  ‘"TKb^cbWolVee^^-nfbe-s.  ?d 

Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division,  directed  that  T71/27  Inf  conduct 
an  airmobile  .-'ss  ult  on  Obj  1  (XT3207),  c^mmencina  0*^0630  hrs 
July  1966  to  establish  a  battalion  base,  A  second  airmobile 
assault  was  directed  on  Obj  2  (XT2808)  with  one  (l)  com-'any  ore- 
pared,  on  order,  to  conduct  a  seahch  and  destroy  mission  on  Obj  3 
(XT2706),  Elements  to  be  airlanded  on  Obj  2,  and  possibly  Obj  3> 
were  to  ^  extracted  mJT  0^1500  Ju-iy,  Further,  TFi/27  Inf  vres 
directed  to  co:  duct  eagle  fli<?ht8  in  the  a8si«?3^ed  AO  from  9-1’ 
July. 


5.  RTrOItTE^?-  OFFICER;  Lb  Col  Alvin  L.  O'lTeal. 

6.  TASK  CRCJ.NI'-V^TION; 

a.  Al/27  Inf  (Cspt  ’iayone) 

Demo  Team,  B/65  Engr 
1  Nationa.1  Police 
1  Interpreter 

b.  Bl/27  Inf  (Capt  Oerrett) 

Demo  Team,  B/65  Enw 
1  National  Police 
1  Interpreter 

c.  Cl/27  Inf  (Capt  La  ski) 

Demo  Team,  E/65  En-p? 

1  National  lolice 
1  Interpreter 


d.  Battalion  Control 


Recon  ’^latoon 
AT  Platoon 
Hv  Mortar  Platoon 
Elem  1?5 
Elea,  25  lOD 
Btry  A  (-)  1/^.  Arty 

7.  SUPPORTINO  FCaCES: 

8,  Artillery  Support:  I/8  Artytvith  attach' esnts,  jifc  (-) 
3/13  Arty,  D  (-)j/i3  DS  to  1/^  Ihf. 

'  b.  Hot  and  vd>en  Prtill.ery  employed:  Oh  7  July  the  I/8 
Arty  (-),  consisting  of  r  control  elenent,  .1/8,  Cl/8,  vC?)tl3 
(Three  (3)  155rani  hoi'dtsers),  and  D3/I3  (t^'o  (2)  6"  hmdtzers). 
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varo.  prepositioned  vicinity  Ap  Dong"Hoa .  (XT44466^ ) .  -  0n?7  ’July. 
Btry  A  (-)  1/8  Arty,  v«s  attached  to  T?l/27  Inf  and  established 
a  fire  sup;[)ort  base  vdhin  the  TFl/27  Inf  En  defense  nerineter 
on  8  July;  The  arty  battery  accompanied  the  En  into  the  AO  by 
airlift,  remained  within  the  battalion  defense  nerj.meter  throuf^h- 
out  the  operation,  and  was  airlifted  back  to  its  Cu'Chi  neriraeter' 
base  upon  termination  of  the  operation.  Throughout  the  oneration, 
1/S  Arty  supported  with  preplanned  and  on-cal-l  fjres. 


c.  Results  of  /rtillery: 

(1)  ArtiD.er'’’  defensive  concentrations  vrere  ’^lotted 
to  encoE^ss  the  battalion  defense  peri’cter, 

(2)  After  connletin.p  r  precision  registration,  the 
registration  piece  was  adjusted  bv  an  aerial  observer  onto  three 

(3)  different  targets*  The  dat"  f or  .rcnlot  established  the 
adjustments  aided  in  identifying  ^andjtrrks  by  coordinates  on  an 
aerial  photo  that  were  not  nortrayed  on  the  battle  man, 

(3)  Co-location  of  the  4^2*'  mortar  section  end 
lOSma  How  battery  FDC's,  provided  a  mutual  control  Jn  the  processing 
of  firing  data.  This  close  worldng  punnery  resulted  in  economy 

of  fire  support  and  massing  of  fires  as  the  situation  dictated, 

(4)  Artillery  preparations  on  landinsr  zones  end 
objectives  gave  the  helDcouter  assault  force  the  advantage  of 
moving  into  areas  that  vrere  partially  reutra^'ized  by  the  fires, 

(5)  Hn  fires  were  eriploj^’od  throughout  the  AO* and, 
were  delivered  by  all  caliber,  •  from  both  fire  support  bases,  into 
areas  formally  unaccessible  to  artillery  due  to  range. 

(6)  The  use  of  ’'JP*^,rking  rounds : assist ed  oatrols  . 

in  land  navigation  to  and  frem  ambjjgh  sites  durin"  the  hours  of 
darkness.  • 

(7)  Concentrations  plotted  in’  support  of  ambushes 
were  employed  vdth  success.  On  10  July  1966,  aitillen’’  and  4,2” 
mortar  fires  served  as  an  effectirre  blackin'-  force  vrhon  a 
ambush  cssg’ged  a  ten-man  V.C  petrol.  The  VC  vrere  en»5:a5cd  with 
small  arms.  The  Slmni  mortars  were  caller’,  close-in  and  hor-dtzer 
and  mortar  fires  scaled  off  escape  routes  for  the  Viet  Con?, 

This  action  proved  e:Aroinclv  rewarding  aud  netted  a  total  of 

6  VC  KIA  (BC),  2  KIA  (poss)  end  one  captured  VC  O’JIA), 

(8)  Enemy  autoretic  weapons  firing  hampe’red  free 
movement  of  the  CtC  helicopter  during  a  two  (2)  cor.n»ny  swcer> 
along  the  densely  foliated  area  near  the  Oriental  R5ver.  The 
firing  was  silenced  after  artillery  vws  emoloyed  a^reinst  it. 
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d.  Army  Aviation : 


operations. 


(1)  Kow  and  bben  Amy  Aircraft  used: 

(a)  Coromand  and  Control  aircraft  for  ground 

(b)  Airlift  of  troops  and  equipment  to  and 
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from  tho  AO.  ^.1  A  /-.A 


(c)  All  resuppl3^ 

(2)  Results  of  Arcy  pyirtion:  Arry  air  support 
was  a  decisive  factor  in  acconplishiing  the  mission  in  oixjration 
EWA.  Tho  helicopter  support  provided  TFl/27  Inf  \ath  a  high 
degree  of  flexibility  pnd  mobility.  The  l‘’6th  .'virtion  Company 
(Aimobile)  w?s  in  direct  support  of  TFl/27  Inf  throughout  the 
operation,  and  presented  the  battalion  vdth  c  quick  reaction 
capability,  Tho  availability  of  choppers  also  enabled  ’TFl/?? 

Inf  to  execute  a  maxiinuri  number  of  missions  throughout  the  opera¬ 
tion  over  a  very  large  rssi^icd  AO,  As  a  result,  the  VC  were 
continua.lly  harassed  throughout  the  df'y  hy  forces  ranging  from 
rifle  fire  teams  to  company  sized  elements. 


d.  IiTSU..IGENCSt 


a.  Enemy  situation  prior  to  operation:  The  nssicned 
area  of  opcr.'’tion  has  long  been  tho  operational  area  of  the  267th' 
and  269th  Main  Force  Battalions  of  th(  Dong  Than  2  (DT2)  Regiment, 
tho  506th  Local  Force  Battalion,  the  C2  Local  Force  Comp'^'ny,  and 
the  C120  Local  Force  Company,  Nuricrous  platoon  and  scuad  Sized 
guerrilla  forces  were  also  knovm  to  bo  located  in  tho  area.  The 
267th  and  269th  battalions  had  established  a  pattern  of  operating 
in  close  proximity  to  tho  Oriental  River  unless  forced  to  withdraw 
to  the  Ceirbodian  Border  area  due  to  the  pressure  of  US  or  ARV^T 
operations.  The  506th  battalion  has  generally  operated  5n’and. 
a'ound  the  "Horsoohoe  /.rca”  of  the  Oriental  River  (XS5693).  The 
C2  connany  had  a  past  history  of  operating  along  the  ^’^cst  side 
of  the  Oriental  River  and  it  has  boon  generally  believed  that 
this  COED'S ny  has  provided  security  for’ movement  of  VC  supplies 
into  a  location  vie  135493*  The  C120  potnany  generally  o*''er?'ted 
in  tho  Vic  of  tho  HIE?  HOA  Su.gar  Mill  located  vie  ::T54b072, 

Numerous  platoon  and  scuad  sized  guerriPa  forces,  operated  out 
of  tho  many  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  area.  Numerous  VC  supply 
and  infiltration  routes  were  re-''orted  to  traverse  the  entire  AO, 
Secret  VC  bases  were  reported  v’ithin  and  in  close  pro:dmity  to 
tho  area.  On  25  June  1966,  two  S^AR  reports  originated  vie  XS56S923. 
The  area,  in  vie  XS490970  revealed  intense  SPAR  activity  during  the 
early  part  of  Juno,.  A  VC  headquarters' was  believed  to  have  been 
situated  in  this  area.  During  the  month  of  April,  a  VCC  declared 
to  his  captors  that  four  ammunition  caches  belonging  to  the  ITNCr 
/iN  Provincial  Force  wore  located 'vrest  of  the  Oriental  Ra’.vor  vie 
XT54B013,  XS46O889,  .and  XS55O960.  These  caches  vrere  supposed 
to  be  located  in  graveyards  and  measured  1-5  meters  deep  and  4.5m 
on  each  side.  Supposedly,  ^•rooden  covers  were  olaced  over  the 
graves  vdth  a  layer  of  sand  and  cement  on  top.  The  cache  was 
camouflaged  to  ap”'o''r  as  a  grave,  A  VC  captive  reported  in  early 
July  th'^t  TKO  ID  (Xr2808)  >r.s  the  site  of  a  VC  camp  \rhcre  four  US 
and  several  ARVN  P01f»s  were  bein.g  held.  Other  recent  reports  of 
VC  activity  in  the  area  vrere  sixty  (60)'VC  reported  to  have  moved 
on  $  June  from  vie  XS5453^  to  XS538923,  evaluation  F-3;  VC  platoon 
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reported  tro  be  loc?tcd  vie  Xr480015  on  16  ouno,  evalu?tion  F-42; 
AR  fire  received  on  18  June  from  vie  XT505025  and  XTi+84018j 
VC  aramunition  point  vdth  forty  (40)  cases  located  vie  XS548923 
on  19  Jime,  evaluation  F-3j  unidentified  VC  battalion  reported 
on  20  June  to  be  located  vie  XS 53^910,  evaluation  F-3i  506th 
battalion  supply  section  r.  ported  moving  five  salnpans  of  rice 
and  emrao  on  21  June  to  location  vie  XS537910*  On  22  June,  a 
5th  SFG  agent  reported  a  VC  interzono  comi'i.ttec  >ad  established 
a  supply  base  near  the  Oriental  Tdver  vdth  an  economics  and 
finance  office  location  vie  XS484962  and  a  food  storasro  area, 
located  vie  XS1949 

b,  Enony  Situation  Durin*?  the  Operation:  The  VC 
evaded  US  forces  durin*^  the  -scriod  the  operation  vrps  corducted. 
Usual  guerrilL?  tactics  (employment  of  booby  traps,  ndnes, 
haras  sing/sniper  fire)  vorc  not  used  extensively.  Information 
from  a  male  detainee  indicated  that 'the  US  and  ARVJI  PC'-^s 
reported  to  bo  at  THO  1I>  vie  XTP808,  v/ero  taken  to  Ba  Thu  vie 
Xr265Q35  on  30  June  1966.  The  TFO  ID  (XT2808)  and  Coc  7ing 
(Xr2806)  areas  wcjro  confirmed  as  beinrr  VC  bases  or  rest  areas 
along  a  reported  supply  and  liaison  route  as  evidenced  by:  (l) 
documents  and  medical  supplies  indiertinq  a  mpdical  facility, 
and  (2)  the  large  niinbcr  of  fortified  bunhors,  .foxholes,  tren¬ 
ches,  tunnels,  hasty  J.ean-to's,  outdoor  fire  pits,  and  camou¬ 
flaged  huts.  The  imn]'-  bunkers  found  hJ'd  no  firing-  norts,' could 
house  5-10  men  each,  and  had  an  overhead  mud  cover  apnroximately 
ij  feet  thick.  The  buokers  and  tunnels  vrero  located  on  small 
vfooded'and  elevated  ar?.a.s  of  land  throughout  the  rice  and  reed 
fields.  Numerous  bunkers  vere  also  found  at  DUG  HUE  vie  XT35?08, 
The  269fch  Bn,  DT2  also  reported  located  at  THO  1-D-Coc 

Ring  area,  was  renorted  to  have  moved  to  HOA  KHANK  near  canal  3 
vie  XS49fi975>  on  the  sane  day  US  operations  coiir  encvd.  On  10 
July  an  ambush  patrol  from  Co  Bl/r?  Inf  made  contact  vlth  10 
VC,  Interrogation  of  VC.wiA  from  this,  engagement  revealed  that 
the  10  VC  wore  from  the  C120  conpany  leer  ted  at  DUC  HUE,  The  / 
VC  left  their  company  at  TKUAK  hamlet  (XT375098),  for  the  •• 
1/2?  Inf  Base  Camp,  Their  mission  vras  to  find  the  1/27  Inf 
CP,  locate  possible  VC  mortar  positions,  and  deterndne  US  do-  / 
fenses  in  the  area.  After  completing  their  mission  the  10  VC’, 
were  directed  to  join  the  comrany  a.t  MT  THIV.N  DONG  (icr450048),\ 
The  C120  Company  was  reported  to  bo  composed  of  120  non  cL'.vided' 
into  three  platoons  and  armed  vdth  l-60mm  mortar,  l-81mm  mortar, 
2-B40>8,  l-57nm  RH,  3-30  Cal  iC-  and  assorted  rifles.  Also, 
on  10  July,  section  of.ficials  reported  that  the  506th  Local  ’ 
Force  Bn  and  tho  269th  Bn  DT2  Rc.gt  v^cre  located  in  vie  30*4503. 

An  operation  conducted  on  11  July  in  the  area  vherc  tho  2 
battalions  and  the  C120  company  v/ore  reported  to  be  located 
produced  no  significant  contact.  On  11  July,  cocuments  found 
at  DUC  HUE  (3Cr327079)>  indicated  a  VC  iiiduction  and  recruiting 
facility  in  that  vicirit3'’  for  the  entire  DUC  HUT-  District,  On 
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12  JvJ.y,  s  VC  '  cdic  captured  by  Bl/?7  Inf,  disclosed  thet  the 
31111  KOA  TAY  (XTA300)  "crrilla  unit,  consisting  of  70 

men,  wp.s  located  vie  'nU‘^00,  and  that  a  VO  ^  dic**l  training 
center  was  reported  to  be  located  at  'G5'^''96,  A*  r^'oration  on 
12  July  ^long  the  R/XK  mil  •  i'>*er  fror-  xr394138  to  the  C-  bedian* 
B:)r  ’C'r  vie  Xt320133j  a  reported  VC  ?-  filt ratio-'  and  supply  route, 
uncovered  a  large  nunber  of  sampans  indicating  a  well-utilized 
vraterway,  H-'x=vcr,  no  trenches,  bunkersi  or  fo.vholcs,  were  dis¬ 
covered  along  the  river,  /  t:.r  the  o’;-'eration,  an  interrogation 
of  VC  ca’  tured  revealed  that  a  VC  L'bor  Fo:'’ce  F-^toon  corposed 
of  3  sq\3a.ds  and  one  guerrilla  squad  oper^'ted  in  GIOI"!  1110  (!<S/i099), 
and  that  a  30  man  VC  .  ilitia  platoon  was  loc"ted  at  "I0?'G  G'.ITG 
.V-rilet,  Vic  XT3614. 


c,  Torr«'in  and  '-•'thcr:  T!  ■■  terrain  is  t^'pical  of  the- 

D::ltr.  Rw  ion  of  Srvt?  V.‘*-.tnrr’,  T’ ..;ro  are  nuiierous  canals,  rivers, 
streans,  and  flat  rice  fields,  of  the  rice  fields  are 

presently  overgrown  with  weeds,  and  \rherc  the  ’.rter  level  is  higher, 
fields  of  reeds  predominate,  T’  ••  ■'.•a.ter  level  in  the  rice  fielj^ 
varies  from  a  few  inches  to  waist  deep.  Fl^v'ted  areas  of  land 

are  dispersed  throurliout  the  rice  and  reed  fields,  T’  :  ■•atcr  level 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  t’e  AO  lo^-'cr,  and  L^rge  areas  are 
devoted  to  farm  crops,  K-^'ever,  due  to  the  constant  afternoon  and 
evening  rains,  even  the  elevated  areas  of  land  are  wet  and  muddy, 

d,  C:.  ic  Aotion/P'r’Tr  Sv'-lvrtion  of  the  P''-'!vlation : 

Ci'  ic  action  conducted  during  this  operation  consi.stod  primarily 
of  the  evacuation  of  refugees.  T!*r'“U*'hout  the  operational  "ror, 
units  of  1/27  L'f  found  ci-vilians  -^-ho  desired  to  be  evacuated  to 
areas  under  OW:  control,  A  total  of  264  such  personnel  vrere  evac- 
U'tod  to  Dvic  Kr.  (XTA307)>  ’.‘here  control  and  resnonsib-*  lity  for 
the  refugees  passed  to  GW  'uthorities,  A  ora.ll  number,  approxi¬ 
mately  20,  recuested  evacuation,  but  only  if  their  v^ter  buffalo 
were  also  evacuated,  D'»  t^'  ta.cticcl  recui— nents  and  a  lack  of 
suitable  transportation  for  these  i.Tter  buffalo,  it  vrrs  not  rjos-  ’ 
ible  to  meet  this  rccuironent  and  the  peonlo  remained  in  the  area. 
The  attitude  displayed  by  this  small  group  of  civilians  vras  consi¬ 
derably  different  fron  the  vast  r.r;1ority  of  refugees,  viho  were 
quite  vdlling  to  lonvo  olinthcir  possessions  in  order  to  reach  the 
securijr  of  GVl’I  c'Citrol,  L'-f.lct  dro’'»s  were  executed  throu^out 
thb  AO. 

9,  MESSIONt  TFl/27  conducts  airmobile  assault  into  C'r* 
WAIKIKI  (Xr3208),  cormencing  O8O63O  Ju.?.y  I966  to  locate  and  des¬ 
troy  VC  forces,  supplies,  and  base  areas  in  AO,  0  ration  '/dll 
include  eagle  flights,  reconnaissance,  -^atrorina,  and  helibome 
reaction  forces  to  locate  and  destroy  elements  of  the  267th,  269th, 
and  506th  VC  b-ttalicais. 


10*  COroPT  OF  OPER'.TIO^^; 

a.  PK/iSE  I:  Bl/27  Inf  conducts  rn  aimobilc  ?'Ds*’ult 
into  OBJ  I  (LZ  WAIKIKI)  rt  O8O63O  Jul  to  seize  the  old  French 
fort  area  vie  Xr326079j  ^nd  to  establish  securit;'’  perineter 
for  tho  crtillery  brttcry  firing  position*  At  080645  Jul,  Btry 
A,  1/8  Arty,  vdll  be  airlrnded  bv  Chinnbk  helicopter  to  OBJ  I 
OVilKIKl),  rnd  vdll  quickly  -'rcp^’re'to  support  TFl/27  Inf  units 
in  the  conduct  of  coribat  operations ,  OBJ  ^TAIKIKI  ■vdll  become 
the  battalion  base^ 

b.  PH/SE  H:  Cl/27  Inf  conducts 'airnobilc  rss'*ult  into 
OBJ  2  (TKEPIER)"  Vic  XT285085  at  080715  July.  Conpr'ny  force  vdll 
conduct  Si'D  *-pcrations  in  OBJ  2  (TPIPIER)  to  locate  rnd  destroy  VC 
forces,  installations,  ajid  supplies,  Corrvny  forces  vdll  be  extrac¬ 
ted  by  hclibome  lift  NET  081500  July  and  moved  to  Bn  base  (VTAIKIFI), 

c.  PKASEJII:  Al/27  Inf  win  bo  airlifted  from  Cu  Chi 
base  at  080715  to  ’AIKIKI  -  TRIPI.ER  Objective  are-,  C-v.vrny  vdll  . 
be  prepared' to  be  air  landed  on  OBJ  TRIPIFR  to  assist  Cl/27  Inf  in 
.its  mission,  or  be  a.irL''hdcd  to  OBJ  3  (SIJIISF-T)  to  conduct  SfD  onor- 
rtions  aga-inst  VC  forces.  If  Al/27  Inf  is  airlifted  to  an  objec¬ 
tive  area  other  than  -JAIKIKI,  the  Cv)r‘.-'any  vd].'’.  be  extracted  and 
airlifted  to  ’'All  IKI  KLT  081500  Julp. 

d.  PEVBE-IV;  HHC  1/27  Inf  ’ll!  be  airlifted  from  Cu  Chi 
base  to  OBJ  WA.1KIKI,  LZ  time  080800  July,  HHC.  1/2?  Inf  vdll  assitt 
id  fchOvestablisEnent  of -battalion  defense  base, 

# 

e.  PHASE  Vr  TFl/27  Inf  conducts  d^ily  ea.i2:le  flights, 
reconnaissance  patrols,  S5D  operations,  and  fast  reaction ‘force 
operations  in  assigned  AO  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  forces, 

f*  PIASE  n?  Operation  .■?’A  terminates  and' 1/27  Inf  is 

returned  by  hclibome  lift. 

« 

11,  EIECUTIOII: 

8  JULY  1966 

TFl/27  Inf  beg^'n  OrE'TIOF  ’=7 A.  .'11  elements  of  TFl/27  Inf 
vrare  airlifted  from  Cu  Chi  to  the  o’jerr.tional  area,  durine  tho  early 
morning,  Bl/27  Inf  and  BiC  1/27  Iri  were  airlifted.* into  CBJ  ^VJKIKI 
(Obj  1)  to  clear  the  area,  and  establish  a  base  c"np.  Al/27  Inf 
was  airlifted  into  OBJ  TRIFIER  (Obj  2)  to  conduct  S  and  D  operations. 
They  were  l^ter  extracted  by  helicopter  and  airlifted  to  battalion 
b5.8e  at  WAIKIKI,  A  Btry,  I/8  Arty,  w.s  airlifted  into  OBJ  WMKIKI 
to  provide  fire  support  during  the  o“>crrtion, 

■  At  0610  hours,  Bl/27  Inf,  3n  Commrnd  Oroup,  elements  of  KKC  1/27 
Inf,  and  Al/d  Arty  advs'nce  party,  were  airlifted  from  Base  Camp 
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Cu  Chi  to  OBJ  WAIKIKI  loc  vie  XT324081.  The'  base  camp  was  estflb** 
lished  without  eneiiy  contact.  Al/S‘Arty  airlanded  at  Base  Canp 
Waikiki  at  O65O  hrs  and  established  ar  artillery  fire  support 
base. 


At  0700  hrs,  Cl/27  Inf  airlifted  fron  Cu  Chi  to  OBJ 
TRIPIER  loc  vie  XT287076,  No  eneny  contact  vras  encountered  and 
Cl/27  Inf  bei»fn  search  and  destroy  operations  in  northern  half  of 
OFJ  TRIPIER.  During  tlo  sweep  Cl/27  Inf  found  a  camp  site  for 
12-15  VC  which  had  been  used  6  or  7  days  before.  A  smell  catchs 
of  medical  supplies  containjjig  aspirin  and  penicillin  vrere  found. 

One  VeS  was  captured  and  evacuated  to  BAO  TR.M,  Eleven  refugees 
were  evacuated  to  DUG  HUE,  At  1502  hrs,  Cl/27  Inf  wss  extracted 
by  helicopter  to  battalion  base  at  WAIKIKI. 

Al/27  Inf  vms  airlifted  to  OBJ  TlilPIE.l  at  0739  hrs,  and  begen 
search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  southern  haLf  of  the  ob^c- 
tive,  Al/27  Inf  found  two  small  coup  sites  containing  two  loose  -•,>  1  > 

50  cal  rds  and  two  black  pa.iama.  tops.  A  family  in  the  area  re-  •  •  • 

lated  their  belief  that  65  VC  v/ere  operating  in  the  area.  One 
camouflagod  saii^an  was  found  and  destroyed.  Twenty-one  (21) 
refugees  v/oro  located  and  evacuated. to  DUG  HUG.  Al/27  Inf  called 
in  a  helicopter  gunship  team  to  investigate  a  report  of  several 
men  in  the  area.  The  ^-.unships  located  several  Ican-to  structures 
and  fired  several  bursts  of  IC  fire  .into  t'-cn  with  negative  result^. 

At  1520  hrs,  Al/27  Inf  was  extracted  by  helicopters  to  battalion  ! 

base  at  VJAIKUCI.  The  Recon  platoon  8wer>t  the  battalion  base  area 
perimeter  and  located  several  holes  vrhich  were  marked  to  be  des¬ 
troyed  the  follovring  day. 

At  1526  hrs,  one  p!l.rtoon  Bl/27  Inf  departed  the  battalion  'y 
base  by  helicopter  lift  to  investirrate  a  suspected  catchc  loca-  ■ 
tod  vie  XT262060,  Recon  platoon  located  the  catche  and  destroyed  . 
the  following:  four  (4)  tons  of  rice,  1800  lbs  of  fertilizer  and 
one  cart.  The  hclico^er  .gunships  had  made  the  original  report 
of  a  suspected  P.ache,  to  the  battalion  command  group.  The  location! 
of  the  cache  was  believed  to  be  a  VC  stopover  point.  Huts  were 
of  a  tonpora.ry  construction  and  were  vroll  camoufla-^ed,  i 

TFl/27  Inf  established  six  night  ambushes  within  500  motors 
of  the  outside  perimeter  of  the  battalion  brse.  Ml  ambushes 
reported  negative  enemy  contact. 

During  the  day*s  operations,  helicopters  were  used  extensively 
for  aerial  recon  missions  throughout  the  AO,  Constant  surveillance 
w?.s  placed  over  all  suspected  VC  locations  in  order  to  keep  tho 
VC  on  the  run,  AdditionaLly,  the  helicopter  pilots  were  able  to 
locate  targets  "vdiich  v.^ere  considered  to  be  lucrative  in  future 
operations. 
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JULY  1966 


Two  collar ny  and  tvro  platoon  sized  operations  were  conducted' 
on  9  July;  Al/27  Inf  was  ordered  to  return  to  OBJ  SU!'’S>'''T,  ObJ  3> 
to  continuo  searching  for  VC  ho!ldin»s  while  Bl/27  Inf  *  was  to  con¬ 
duct  a  series  of  eagle  flights  utilizinr  two  platoons,  Cl/27  Inf 
conducted  a  platoon  eagle  flight  into  the  area  south  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  base  during  the  earls’-  afternoon.  The  Rocon  platoon  con¬ 
tinued  to  sweep  selected  areas  close  to  the  battalion  base  for 
the  pxirpose  of  destroying  VC  tunnels,  bunkers,  and  knovm  VC  houses. 


At  0825  hrs,  Al/27  Inf  wa.s  airlifted  to  OBJ  SUI’SET  vie  XT285056 
bj/-  the  ll6th  Avn  Co  (Ainqobile),  Co  A  ijade  a.  thoroudi  search  of 
the  area.  No  VC  contact  was  made  but  Al/27  Inf  found  numerous 
articles  indicating  the  presence  of  the  VC,  Ifedical  supplies, 

VC  documents,  plastic  gas  masks,  esrpended  30  and  50  cal  rounds, 
and  a  clay  model  of  a  UH-ID  helicopter  were  among  the  items 
found. 


Ifliile  on  OBJ  SUNSET,  Al/27  Inf  destroyed  tvrenty  VC  structTircs, 
one  and  a  half  tons  of  loose,  unhusked  rice,  ten  gallons  of  gas¬ 
oline,  and  one  large  sampan  loaded  vdth  a  lar.-ye  supply  of  cooking 
sauce.  The  sampan  had  been  hidden  and  well  c?moufl?*gcd.  It  wa.s  . 
found  near  r  location  believed  to  be  a  food  preiv ration  area  for 
the  VC,  One  woman  end  two  children  rcfupcos  were  found  on  the 
objective.  Those  people  were  airlifted  to  the  refugee  center  at 
Due  HUE,  Ten  bags  of  rice  vrere  evacuated  ■' ith  the  family,  Al/2'? 
Inf  was  extracted  from  OBJ  -JUJISET  and  airlifted  back  to  battalion 
base  at  1440  hrs. 


Bl/27  Inf  conducted  t’-’o  platoon  sized  eagle  flights  into 
objectives  YANKEE  loc  vie  XT3210  and  X-R/.Y  loc  vie  XT3311,  lBl/27 
Inf  airl''nded  on  OBJ  YANKEE  at  0921  hrs.  No  VC  contact  wts  ma.de,  - 
Forty  refugees  were  found  and  evacuated  to  DUG  I-TE,  The  platoon/ 
found  and  destroyed  eighteen  tons  of  rice  on  site  and  evacuated 
two  tons  of  rice  to  battalion  base. 


At  1258  hrs,  both  platoons  were  extracted  from  the  two  objOc^* 
tives  and  airlifted  to  the  northea*-t  to  OBJ  ZULU  loc  vie  XT2910, 
Here  Bl/27  Inf  (-)  svrept  across  an  area  thou^^ht  to  be  VC  route 
of  march.  No  contact  >jrs  made,  but  the  connany  found  and  destroyed 
61  VC  structxjres,  one  cart,  four  sampans,  and  two  105nim  duds. 

Twenty  refugees  vrere  found  and  recuosted  movement  to  government 
controlled  territory.  This  vms  accomplished  by  aircraft,  Pl/27 
Inf  was  airlifted  back  to  battalion  base  at  1535  hrs, 

Cl/27  Inf  manned  the  base  perireter  until  1530  hrs.  At  that 
tine  a  platoon  eagle  flight  vjfs  conducted  into  an  area  south  of 
the  battalion  base  loc  vie  Xr3305#  No  contact  was  made  on  two 
landings  in  that  vicinity. 
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‘re*'  north  to  north-" 
They  found  ?'nd  destroyed  one  s?.roan. 


twentj’’  bun’  ors,  ei/rht  VC  structures,  one  turne?.  •^nd  one  AP  nine. 
This  operation  v't.s  concluded  at  1300  hrs. 


The  f^rst  VC  contret  of  the  onerrtion  ws  nrde  »t  2100  hrs 
by  one  of  three  pribushes  vhich  h?d  been  nositioned  outside  the 
battolion  bJ'se  nerineter.  At  thpt  tir’c,  aribuGh  Tiper  personnel 
observed  nine  VC  moving;  In  a  feroup  to  their'  front;,*  The  "•  •  • 
p?trol  Icrder  i/rited  until  the  VC  were  well  Tlthin  his  desirnpted 
killing  zone  at  which  tine  he  proceeded  to  cut  doT-m  the  VC  vdth 
devn.stating  fire.  The  loader  h?d  fired  the  first  rounds  into 
the  VC  group,  one  of  vrhich  detonated  a  rifle  grenade  carried  on'the 
VC*s  bolt.  In  turn,  txro  other  'Tcnades  ez’nloded,  hliile  SA,  'If, 
and  11-79  rounds  were  being  fired,  nortar  fire  v/as  celled  in* on  the 
group.  The' VC  were  unable  to  return  ”  sirgle  round' of  fire.  At 
firs'b  lisht,  the  patrol  located  two  Chicom  carbines,  one  US  car¬ 
bine,  ti:o  US  11-1  rifles,  one  US  Thonpson  sub  tv:o  rifle  grenade 
launchers,  t\;o  cartridge  belts  and  3^0  rds  of  SA  amo.  The  VC 
lost  six  iblA  (BC)  and  two  KIA  (poss).  One  VC  (WIA)  vss  captured 
by  Reccai  the  following  inoming.  The  Corjipnding  C-eneral  of  the 
25th  Inf  Div  personally  decorated  the  patrol  leader  the  foUovdng 
nomlng. 


10  JULY  1966 

Operations  conducted  on  10  July  were  executed  as  a  result  of 
intelligence  gained  from  VC  sources  by  higher  headcurrters.  Tvro 
VC  battalions  were  reported  to  be  located  on  the  vrest  side  of  the 
OHIEirrAL  lUVER  vie  XT445035.  This  infornrtion  irs  recedved  on 
the  afternoon  of  9  Juls'',  The  Battalion  Cormander  d’-rediately 
began  planning  for  the  nova  mission. 

At  O83O  hrs,  the  ll6th  Avn  Co  ('irmobilc)  lifted  tvro  '^latoons 
of  Bl/27  Inf  and  tvro  nl- toons  of  Cl/27  Inf  into  four  platoon  land¬ 
ing  zones  loc’vic  Xr454034.  The  tvro  companies  landed  vdthout 
enenc''  contact.  The  hcl.ico'^tcr  fire  teams  received  only  sporadic 
snail  arms  fire,  PL-'toons  fron  Bl/27  Inf  and  Cl/27  Inf  vrere  on 
irx'icdiptc  "stairlby"  at  the  battalion  base  as  vrel'  as  the  heli¬ 
copters  to  lift  then.  In  addition,  "'L'»toons  from  Al/27  Inf  were 
on  thirty  minute  standby.  During  the  morning,  Bl/27  Inf  and  Cl/^? 
Inf  swept 'from  the  LZ’s  ’  '  the  Oriental  Pdver,  searching  for 

VC  forces.  ITo  VC  contact  vps  made,  ''-unships  continued  t6  conduct 
recon  by  fire  over  all  canals  in  the  area  vdthout' contact.  The 
two  conpanies  destroyed  thirty  VC  identified  huts,  four  bunkers 
and  two  AP  mines  in  the  objecti've  area,.  Both  coripa.nios  were  ex¬ 
tracted  by  air  and  returned  to  battalion  'oase  ct  ''AIKH^I,  .  Artil¬ 
lery  preparatorj”  fires  and  a  preplanned  air  strike  hit  the  ob.^ective 
area  prior  to  the  eimobidc  assault, 

Al/27  Inf  remained  at  battalion  base  and  served  as  the  bat¬ 
talion  security  "nd  reaction  force. 


necon  pl^'t'oon  rssuccd  tho  nission  of  mjit."ijiing  surveil¬ 
lance  over  the  VC  bodies  site  of  rnibush  Tiger,  Those  were 
the  VC  killed  the  night  of  9  July,  'Rccon  plrtoon  vrs  ••'Iso  to 
conduct  mother  sorrch  of  the  r.ree  for  ovj.donce  of  VC  losses 
during  the  engrgement  of  the  previous  night,  Rccon  pi'* toon  found 
one  VC  WI/l  from  tho  rribush  engagement.  Under  interrogation,  the 
VC  revorlcd  thrt  rt  spproxinrtely  091800  Jul,  ho  h-d  led  s  ten 
mpn  squp.d  from  MT  THAF  hamlet  (XT375088)  to  the  1/27  Inf  bgse 
to  ap.ko  r.  recon.  At  spproximrtoly  2000  tos,  his  sourd  vr?*s  -.rv- 
bushed  by  US  troops.  He  strted  he  w?s  tho  essist^nt  plrtoon  • 
leeder  of  the  1st  Plrtoon,  Cl,  Due  Hue  Coi^prny,  Subsequently, 
much  vflurble  intelligence  infortrtion  wrs  obtrined  from  this' 

VC,  The  VC  stated  tJrt  his  comprny  vres  locrtcd  nc-'r  XTlSOCy^S, 
end  thrt  he  ws  to  hrve  returned  to  thrt  location  after  the 
recon  of  1/27  Inf  brse.  This  informrtion  vrs  fin  shed  to  the 
battalion  comranncler  end  Bl/27  Inf  checked  out  tho  nren  prior  to 
extraction.  No  sign  of  tho  VC  coDp''ny  w?s  foijnd.  Recon  platoon 
continued  to  senreh  nabush  area  and  found  and  destroyed  t’'^o 
sampans  rnd  five  bunkers, 

TFl/27  Inf  conducted  six  ni^t  rrobushes  vicinity  battalion 
basCi  Two  of  the  nribush  patrols  nrdc  onery  contact.  Ambush 
Dodge  (XT324O8O)  received  some  probing  fire  from  ?n  estimated  , 
5-10  VC,  The  patrol  leader  reported  he  believed  t^o  VC  did  not 
know  of  his  locaticai.  The  leader  c^'llcd  in  81nm  mortar  fire  / 

Tdth  unloiown  results.  Are?  was  searched  at  first  li^t  on  11  ^ 
July  with  negative  results,  Aibusb  Coronet  loc  vie  Xr3220S0,  ]' 
detected  noise  to  theii  front  and  observed, an  estimated  15  VC  \ 
fa.r  to  their  front.  Since  the  enemy  w^s  not  in  their  anbush  \ 
killing  zone,  Slmni  and  4,2"  mortar  fire  vrere  caLled  in,  A  j'. 
search  of  tho  area  at  first  light  revealed  negative  results, 

Acibush  Coronet  destroyed  ti.'o  saim-'ns  v;hcn  returning  to  base 
from  ?.nibush  site,  Gunship  teams  of  the  ll6th  Avn  Company  con¬ 
tinued  to  conduct  recon  and  surveillance  missions  over  the  AO 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening. 

New  eagle  fli^t  targets  were  located  and  o-rmarked  for 
operations  on  succecdinEr  days.  At  2100  hours,  a  ''starlight" 
mission  was  flown  over  t’  e  east— west  river  connecting  the  Cam—'* 
bodian  Border  and  the  Oriental  River,  This  river  also  marked  • 
tho  north  boundary  of  tho  A.0,  The  mission  involved  battalion 
personnel  and  three  helicopters  from  the  direct  support  air?-  •  .  \ 
metoile  company.  One  ship  *.fas  used  as  a  control  ship  and  c"r.<- 
ried  two  oersons  utilizing  the  l-t-l6  riflo  with  starlight  scope, 

Two  gunships  foUoired  behind.  During  the  one  hour  flight,  tho'  ' 
troopers  using  the  starlight  located  and  marked  tvro  VC  seneans-. 

One  sar^jan  was  sunk  and  one  possibly  sunk  bv  the  gunships. 


11  JULI  1966 


Al/27  Inf  conducted  three  platoon  sized  conb'''t  assaults 
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helicopter  into  three  objectives  ?>lon»  the  Rach  Tran  River, 

The  river  connects  the  Cerabodien  Border  (XT321133)  and  the- 
■Oriental’ River  (XT394139).  IZ*s  vrere  located  at  3Cr346l38# 
XT324133*  and  Xr3721if7*  The  concept  o.f  this  o’^eration  was  to 
land  the  three  rifle  platoons  at  locations  along  the  river  and 
have  each  platoon  sweejb  to  the  l?pst  covering  both  sides  of  the 
river.  Since  there  were  numerous  s^'inp^ns  and  ''le^-n-to"  tyne 
huts  along  the  bank,  and  the  fact  that  virtuallv  no  -neonle  were 
seen  in  the  area,  substantiated  the  belief  that  this  river  vras  a 
nvejor  location  for  the  VC*  Sampans  vrore  seen  moving  on  the  river 
at  night,  and  the  area  had  been  hit  virtually  every  night  vrith 
H&I  fires. 


The  air  landings  began  at  0805  hns  and  vrerc  connleted  at 
0818  hrs.  Trof'ps  made  no  cnery  contact.  A  thorough  search  of  the 
river  line  ^;a.s  conducted.  Rubber  boats  were 'used  to  check  inlets 
and  under  overhanging  grovrth  along  the  banks,  Ounships  vnre  used 
to  provide  constant  surveillance  over  friendly  troous  and  to  locate 
suspicious  ground  positions.  At  0847  hrs,  apprcocimatel'g  thirty 
civilian  personnel  vrere  noted  moving  north  from  the  river.  They 
appeared  to  be  heading  for  the  vi'']i»ge  of  Ap  Chrnh  loc  vie  XT?418, 

At  0907  hrs,  a  standby  platoon  from  Cl/27  Inf  was  airlifted  to 
XT 332147  where  a  snatch  was  executed,  Tvrelve  of  the  fast  moving 
civilians  were  grabbed,  loaded  aboard  the  aircraft  and  returned 
with  the  platoon  to  the  battalion  br*sc  ’VIKIKI  for  interrogationi 
Al/27  Inf  located  and  destroyed  ninety-five  ‘(95)  VO  id' ntified  houses 
ninety-two  (92)  sa.mpans,  nine  CBU's  and  two  Chicom  grenade  booby 
traps.  One  samnan  had  a  load  of  ra^/  meat  stored  in  it  which  was 
destroyed.  Several  VC  documents  were  found,  Al/27  Inf  \gas  extrac¬ 
ted  by  aircraft  and  returned  to  ’ATFiri  rt  131-4  hrs, 

3BI/27  Inf  conducted  a  search  and  destroy  operation  several 
hundred  meters  to  the  South  of  bct’'e-n  O83O  and  1200  hrs. 

At  loc  XT3I9O83,  eight  shelter  hun’ers,  fou.r  VC  identified  houses 
and  o’^e  concrete  bunker  v»ere  destroyed,  , 

I 

Rccon  platoon  conducted  a  svreep  ^^ast-Srutheast  of ’'‘irp’I 
between  0730  and  IlOO'  hrs.  At  XT327079,  the  platoon  located  and 
destroyed  four  VC  identified  houses.  '  D-so  found  rt  that  loc*'tion 
were  one  US  pistol  belt,  two  ammo  pouches  (one  contained  VC  documents 
and  the  other  contained  two  h^'nd  gren'-des),  one  school  bag  of  VC  ’  •. 
documents,  one  bag  of  osdical  supplies,  one  flashlight,  and  a  bundle 
of  bloody  clothing.  At  XT323088  the  platoon  destroyed  el.even  bun¬ 
kers,  At  XT321O86,  two  tons  of  rice  v^erc  found  in  an  abandoned  hut. 
The  rice  was  extracted, 

lCl/27  Inf  conducted  a  sweep  due  West  of  brtt*'lion  base.  The 
platoon  located  and  destroyed  tvro  bunkers,  eight  tunnels,  three 
houses  and  three  samoans.  This  sweep  began  st  0800  end  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  1130  hrs. 
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At  1600  hrs.>-1» *" Snipe  hunt"  wps  conducted'vic  XT280i00,  A 
squed  from  the  Rccon  plrtoon  w?s  mounted  on  two  helicopters,  A 
Cf'C  eircrpft  vrs  used  ps  control  pnd  spotter.  The  concept  of  the 
"snipe  hunt"  vjps  to  conduct  ?ir  survcillrnce  over  e  rice  p?ddy, 
locate  suspicious  people,  apd  drop  a  scuad  dovm  and  snatch  two  to 
four  individuals  for  interrogation.  At  approximate!:/’  I6IO  hrs, 
four  persons  were  seen  running  ac’>"oss  e  paddy.  The  scuad  was  landed 
find  a  total  of  four  persons  were  snatched.  Gunships  escorting  the 
three  helicopters  flushed  several  VC  in  the  oaddies,  J'ost  were 
armed.  Three  VC,  all  armed,  were  killed  (BC^,  One  body  and  a  rifle 
v/ere  recovered.  The  snatch  wrs  made  at  Xr262073.  Prisoners  ^^ere 
evacuated  to  rear  area  Cv.  Chi, 


A  starlight  mission  was  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the  ll6th 
Avn  Co  but  was  aborted  due  to  incD.ement  weather,  1/2?  Inf  estab¬ 
lished  three  night  ambushes.  No  enemy  contact  was  made, 

12  JULY  1966 


One  con^ny  and  three  platoon  sized  operations  were  conducted 
on  12  July,  Al/27  and  Cl/27  Inf  manned  the  battalion  base,  and.  ▼pro¬ 
vided  platoon  reaction  forces  for  the  company  sized  eawle  flights 
conducted  by  Bl/27  Inf  in  the  SE  section  of  the  T/iOR,  Al/27  Inf 
and  Cl/27  Inf  also  conducted  platoon  sired  sweeps  from  batt'-lion 
base  2000  meters  to  the  S’/  and  N  respectively.  The  rccon  platoon 
swept  the  southern  portion  of  the  battplion  b'se  in  •se^'rch  of  VC 
tunnels,  bunkers,  -•’nd  VC  houses,  Al/27  Inf  (-)  together  ▼•d.t-  Cl/27 
Inf  (-)  manned  the  battalion  base,  ?nd  1  pl-^toon  from  /.I/27  Inf  v'as 
positioned  at  the  battalion  chopper  pad  on  15  minute  alert  in  the 
event  Bl/27  Inf  eagle  fli.ght  needed  rapid  reinforcement. 

At  0805  hrs,  L'.l/27  Inf  departed  battalion  base  and  swept 
2000  rreters  along  a  trail  to  the  S’v,  A  thorough  search  of  the  area 
v/a.s  rrde  and  tv;o  emety  sampans  vrere  destroyed.  The  samnans  had  been 
well  hidden  and  camouflaged,  and  it  v/a.s  obvious  tb'>t  they  wore  being 
utilized  to  transport  VC  supplies.  No  enemy  contact  \rs  made  dxiring' 
the  s^TOcp  and  the  platoon  returned  to  the  battalion  base  at  1115  h'^s. 
At  1600  hrs,  a  squad  from  Al/27  Inf  conducted  another  "snipe  hunt," 
utilizing  the  s^'me technique  v^ich  h?'d  proved  so  success.fu!  in  the 
past.  At  XT338I42,  "snipe  hunt"  noted  a  suspicious  group  of  men 
crossing  a  rice  paddy.  The  T.tH-ID*3  swooped  dov/n  on  the  surprised 
Lien  and  picked  up  a  total  of  5  indi'viduris.  Upon  interrogation, 
one  turned  out  to  be  a  VC,  3  were  VCS  detainees/ and  1  was  released, 

Bl/27  Inf  conducted  the  ’’•ajor  ©▼aeration  of  the  day.  The  Pn  * 
S-3  and  B  company  comr'ander  selected,  in  the  SE  porti.on  of  the  TAOP, 

3  objectives  in  close  proximity  to  one  another  which  appeared  to  be 
lucratiSro  eagle  flight  ''b’jdcti'bus.  S;  -rtly  before  lift-off ,. the 
entire  area  was  hit  bj'  airstrikes  and  artiiler'’’;  At  ^'805 "hrs,  one 
platoon  from  Bl/27  i“f  ’^3  airlifted  into  0-:.^  1,  XSa8962.  N- 
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eneny  contact  was  made,  but  the  platoon  destroyed  3  bunkers  end* 
14  VC  houses.  A  total  of  47  refugees  requested  to  be  evacuated. 
UH-ID  helicopters  from  the  il6th  Avn  Co  (Airmobile )  airlifted 
these  people  to  Due  Hue  -  the  GVN  refugee  collecting  point.  At 
0645  hr8>  a  second  platoon,  2Bl/27>  was  airlifted  into  Obj  2, 
XS4i5985,  and  iranedirtely  encountered  VC  sniper  fire,  A  squad 
from  the  Bl/27  Inf  standby  platoon  was  called  to  reinforce  the 
element  on  Obj  2,  and  gunships  pepoered  the  entire*  area  with 
devastating  fire.  Enemy  losses  totaled  2  KI/i  (BC),  1  VCC,  14 
ves,  40  VC  houses,  1  VC  cert,  20  bunkers, 'and  2  bags  of  docu¬ 
ments,  At  1124*  hrs,  the  platoon  at  Obj  1,  was  airlifted  into 
Obj  3,  XS399994j  where  12  sampans,  3  bunkers,  and  14  VC  houses ^ 
were  destroyed,  23  refugees  were  evacxrtcd  to  Due  Hue,  While 
the  search  was  being  conducted,  the  platoon  received  sniper  fire 
from  a  position  approximately  200  meters  west  of  Obj  3,  The 
platoon  deployed  to  the  area,  killed  3  VC  (BC),  cantured  1  I%user 
rifle,  and  1  wallet  with  documents.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
operation,  all  Bl/27  Inf  elements  v;crc  airlifted  back  to  the 
battalion  base,  and  closed  at  1435  hrs. 


At  0832  hrs,  1  platoon  Cl/27  Inf  departed  battalion  base  and 
conducted  a*  2000  meter  sweep  to  the  north,  vSiile  the  bal^'nco  of 
the  con?3any,  together  with  Al/27  Inf  (-),  provided  battalion  base 
security  and  a.  pla.toon  reaction  force  for  the  Bl/27  Inf  operation, 
At  XT31210J^,  the  pla-toon  found  a  pL'vstic  bag  filled  with  VC  doc¬ 
ument  sj  and  at  X‘i3l6l01,  9  VC  bunkers  and  tv;o  sampans  vrere  des¬ 
troyed,  The  platocai  returned  to  battalion  base  at  1245  hrs. 

At  120800  hrs.  Recon  platoon  departed  the  battalion  base 
to  make  a  thorough  search  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  peri¬ 
meter,  Recon  platoon  was  unable  to  locate  any  additiohaD.  VC 
bunkers,  samrsans,  or  tunnels,  and  returned  at  1110  hrs, 

A  "Lightning  Bug"  operation  vras  conducted  in  the  AO  between 
111231  hrs^and  120015  hrs.  One  sampan  ms  engaged  and  sunk  at 
Xr429072,  A  secondary  explosion  vras  observed  in  ,  the  vicinity,.'' 
of  the  san^jaji. 

The  operation  conducted  on  12  July  is  noteworthy  in  that’ 
the  operation  was  controlled  by  the  Company  Commander  himself. 

The  Coii9»ny  Conmander  was  provided  a  C&C  ship,  and  sufficient^ 
aircraft  assets  to  move  his  platoon  or  reinforce  .?s  the  tactical 
situation  dictated.  This  allowad  the  Company  Comriander  to  gain'; 
a  .great  deal  of  experience  in  command  and  control  and  also  pro¬ 
vided  the  battalion  corauand  group  with  added  depth  in  ccntroLline 
assets, 

13  JULY  1966 

TFl/27  Inf  terminated  Operation  EJ'7A  on  13  July,  The  airlift 


U 


back  to  Cu  Chi  vas  to  begin  at  0730  hrs  but  a  lov  cloud  coiling 
prevented  the  helicopters  from  Irnding  at  IfAH'IKI  until  0830  hrs. 
The  first  flight  of  helico*?ter8  to  lend  c.t  VI/LII'iri  rGTx>rted  re-, 
ceivlng  ground  fire  west  of  Cu  Chi  vrtiich  s3d..chtly  daargcd  one 
chopper.  The  airlift  besrn  at  0830  hrs.  The  order  of  extra ctidn 
ws  supplies,  HHC  1/2?  Inf,  Bl/27  Ihf ,  .Al/27  Inf ,  end  Cl/27  Inf, 

The  OH-ID  helicopters  extracted  the  -'orsonnel  vrhile  the  CH-47  heli¬ 
copters  extre.cted  A  Btry,  1/6  Arty,  the  Bn  He&vy  Mortar  ^letooni 
asmunition,  and  siqpplies.  No  difficulties  were  encountered  during 
the  extraction,  and  tho  last  element  of  TPl/27  Inf  closed  Cu  Chi 
perimeter  at  1355  hrs. 


12.  HESUUS; 

#  •  #  • 

a.  VC  Losses:  14  VC  m  (BC),  3  KL\  (poss),  8  VCC,  17  VCS. 
Captured  and  destroyed  ^ecy  ecuipment  and  material  included  the 
following. 


Chieon  carbines 
US  ca.rbine 
li-1  rifles 

1917  Winchester  303  rifle 

Thompson  Sub  Ifr 

rifle  grenade  launchers 

rifle  grenades 

grenade  booby  traus 

CBU 

cartridge  belts 
pistol  belt 
gasmasks 


2  105mn  duds 

1  gals  gasoline 

2  flashli.,ght 

1  wallet /n? per s 

1  bundles  of  documents 

2  bags  of  Medical  supplies 
6  houses 

2  sanroans 

3  bunkers 

2  out  bo?  r  a  motors 

1  Tons  of  rice 

2  lbs  of  fertilizer 
foxholes 

carts 


2 

10 

1 

1 

4 

3 

338 

134 

63 

1800 

8 

3 


b.  Friendly  Losses:  2  'H.  (rcturnocl  to  duty) 


13,  ni^lSTIV.TIVK 


a.  Supply 


(l)  Qenerrl  -  All  resupply  on  0r>er»^tion  was  by 
air  utili.'<dng  both  CH-47  end  UK-ID  aircraft. 

(a.)  Class  I 

li  Breakfast  and  dinner  -  “C"  rations 

2,  Suo'^er  -  ’’A”  rations 

(b)  Class  III 

Battalion  established  a  Class  III  refuel¬ 
ing  point  for  aircraft  at  forward  defense  base,  BL*’dders  were  air¬ 
lifted'  in  by  CIJ-47  on  tho  third  and  fourth  d^’^a  of  the  operation. 
Entity  bladders  were  extracted  by  Ui;-ID,  The  f'irmobjle  company  sup¬ 
plied  puB5)5,  hoses,  and  personnel  to  ooerrte  the  refueling  point. 

A  total  of  5000  gallons  of  JF-4  was  expended, 

(c)  Class  IV 

1«  E^t'.alion  vrs  resupplied  ■vrith  tho 
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following  iteiss: 


/ 

/ 


[:\  1:  f 


bi  8*  stakes 
c,  Brndbr'^s  -  43^000 
2,  All  CIpss  IV  itecis  wore  extracted 
wi  the  last  day  of  the  operations  by  helicopter. 

(d)  Class  V  E:^enditures 

1.  Ctg  5:56  Ball  12;  900 

2,  Ctg  7.62  Ball  2;240 

2.  ctg  7.62  Ball  5/clip  1,900 

4^  Ctg  40cin  HS  240 

5.  Ctg  81m  Mtr  KH  HUyJl  2/PDF  421 

Ctg  81r.Ti‘i  Mbr  Smoke  IvP  VJ7PDF  68 

2;  ctg  4:2  I-Jbr  HE  W/PDF  516 

8;  ctg  4.2  Iftr  Smoke  W  84 

Grenade,  Hand  Frag  •  225 

10.  Grenade,  Hand  smoke,  green  84 

11.  Grenade,  Hand  smoke,  red  1.0.8  32 

12.  Mine  -  Anti-Per  Clrynore  1Q.SM  93 

13.  Signal  I3J.un;  Red  Star  Prcht  4 

14.  Signal  Ilium,  IJhite  Star  Cluster  I6 

15.  Eng  Demo  Block'TMT  (1  lb  block)  450 

i6^.  Caps,  Blasting,  Hon  Elcc  135 

17.  Fuze  Bla.-^ting  Time  (ft)  250 

18.  Igniter  ^•''ine  Fuze  K2  v:/:roof  74 

19.  Flare  Sv.rface  Trip  14941  109 

^  !!§•  Ctg  105m  HE  2201 

r.i*.  Ctg  105m  Smoke  -T  I60 

(e)  vTater 

1.  'Brttrlion  vr?s  resu’^nlied  ?t  the  rate” 
Of  2  gallons  per  man  ner  d»y. 

2,  Total  resupply  of  \Ptcr  -  5000  gallons 

b,  Ifeintenancc  -•Horml  i  hinten^nce  of  weapons  and^-.ecuip- 
mont  was  conducted  prior  to,  during,  and  after  the  operation.  '  . 


c.  liedica.l  -  There  were'ho  serious  casualties  during  the 
operation.  All  Niedcvac  vrats  by  air,  ronfseriousvcesualties  were 
evacuated  by  resupply  ships  during  normal  operations.  There  were  no 
friendly  battle  casualties, 

d.  Transportation  -  Ibvemcnt  of  personnel  and  supplies 
was  done  by  ^'•ir.  The  DS  ll6th  Avn  Company  (Airmobile)  adequately 
net  the  transportation  requirements  of  TFl/27  Inf, 

e.  Communications:  During  Operation  TFl/27  Inf 
utilized  the  noiasml  FHcfomniunications  evaila.ble  to  the  battalion  as 
supplemented  by  AM  and  VHP  means,  Fll  communications  >.'ere  effective 
>dLthin  the  AO,  However,  it  was  necessary  to  establish  a  rdtrans- 
mission  sta.tion  a.t  the  Due  Hue  Su^r  Hill  loc  vie  2T435072,  This 
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retransnission  station  -nrovidod  the  b?tt?.lion  rdt’'  the  c''“'?bili.ty 
for  conr-Tunicfting  bctv^cen  the  forvT?rd  defense  base  end  Cu  Chi 
base  carp,  a  distrnce  of  30,000  reters,  AI-^  comunications  vrere 
provided  by  the  use  of  I^AF  radio,  the  AI!/?RC  4-7.  This  cpnability 
was  utilized  on*  several  occasions  at  ni-r^t  ’’hen  '■tmosnherje  con¬ 
ditions  contributed  to  very  noor  TV.  comunications  over  ereat  dis¬ 
tances.  A  VKF  capability  ws  provided  by  the  division  125th  Oisnal 
Battalion,  The  AN/^PKJ  69  vjas  nodified  in  nwber  of  channels  and 
sized  to  fit  on  the  bed  of  a  3/4  Ton  truck  and  trailer.  This  VHP 
equipr::ent  provided  the  batt'^lion  vdth  srle-user,  comon-user,  and 
landJLine  teletspo  neans.  By  nodlfjrinr  the  VliF  ccuipment  to  the 
3/4  Ton  truck,  the  entire  -jackarre  vk»s  air  transported  to  the  obiec- 
tive  area  b'*  the  CH-47  helicopter.  In  a:dition  to  radio  conraunica- 
tions,  the  norral  landlines  were  estab.lishcd  vrit'  in  the  battalion 
forward  defense  base. 


14.  Special  Equip! -ent  and  Techniques: 

a.  The  batt-'-lion  utilized  the  srall  "'an-recked  three  nan 
rubber  boat  erAensively  durir.'t  Operation  Bv:o.  These  boats  Vfei'hed 
approxiaately  fifteen  pounds  and  v^crc  usually  issued  tvro  ner  infan¬ 
try  squad  for  a  r-lven  tactical  operation.  The  bO'''ts  nrovdded  an 
excellent  neans  for  the  infantryman  to  .gain  access  to  deep  canals 
v;here  they  could  successful.ly  conduct  searches  for  h“clden  sampans 
and  caches  of  VC  supplies.  Sml?.  a5.r  tanl:s  vrero  ' c'r>ricd  in  order 
that  the  boats  co\ild  be  inf.Vted  v^herever  needed. 

b.  The  battalion,  in  close  coordination  with  the  sup¬ 
porting  aimobilo  conwany,  developed  a  -lothod  of  "snatching”  sus¬ 
pected  personnel  off  the  ground  through  the  u?c  of  -n  infantr'a 
squ^d  munted  aboard  a.  ri!-ID  helicopter.  It  vrs  soon  learned  that 
shortly  after  the  batt:‘Tion  began  to  close  into  the  forward  defense 
base  each  afternoon  that  indic:eno-s  personnel  began  to  roan  the 
rice  paddies  in  sarll  groups.  These  people  '“ave  the  a-'pearance 

of  vrorking  in  the  •''addies.  Since  the  area  of  activity  was  orto 
of  quostiofiablG  lowltj',  it  xtrs  determined  that  these  people,  if 
caught,  might  be  of  soi’.e  intelligence  v*'lue,  A  hunt  vras  organized 
consisting  of  a  cor.iriand  and  control  helicopter  carrjln'?'  the  ground 
coroirnder  and  the  air  tern  corniiander.and  two  UH-ID*3,  .each  cai*rying 
an  infantry  fire  tean  ^nd  a.  helicopter  fire  team.  The  conce’^t  of 
this  operation  vras  to  have  the  C^C  aircraft  orbit  the  snatch  area 
to  locate  suspects.  Once  the  suspects  are  located,  the  fire  tes^n 
lands  on  cither  side  of  the  susnects.  The  suspects  are  then  brought 
aboard  and  returned  to  base.  The  fire  tean  provides  surveillance 
and  suppressing  fire  if  r\eo2Q-:rr:f,  This  concept  vtts  executed  on 
tvro  occasions  at  around  1700  hrs  3n  the  afternoon.  On  the  first 
attempt,  four  suspects  wore  apprehended  and  threo  VC,  all  pmed, 
were  killed.  On  another  day,  five  suspects  vrere  ?”*prehended*  Of 
these  five,  one  confessed  to  being  a  VC,  throe  xr.^o  held  as  suspects 
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Pnd  one  imividuri  was  cicarcd"and  releVsedl'  "The  1/2?  Inf  h^'s  coined 
the  tern  ’’snipe  hunt”  to  this  concept.  The  snipe  hunt  is  exbrenely 
effective  in  the  type  of  "open  country”  terrain  found  in  the  AO, 

It  is  rlso  iraper^tive  thrt  the  unit  get  to  Icnow  the  area  weL"*.  end 
that  locrtions  for  "snipe  hunts"  be  c^'refully  selected. 


c.  For  the  f  jnst  tir.’e,  the  brttalion  utilized  a  Stprli^t 
scope  from  p  helicopter.  The  AO  contained  rrny  streams  'nd  c'^nals 
vdiich  were  suspected  locations  for  the  VC,  The  fTre^-t  number  of 
sannans  found  in  the  area  left  no  doubt  thet  supplies  were  being 
moved  throughout  the  area,-  The  battalion  rnd  the  direct  support 
airmobile  coii^''ny  eaoecuted  two  starli-^t  missions  at  night,*  The 
first  was  successful  in  that  two  large  saimans  were  sighted,  one 
destroyed,  and  one  possibly  destroyed.  The  second  mission  on  e 
succeeding  night  v?.s  not  successful  due  to  inclement 'vre'^ther  con¬ 
ditions,  One  UH-ID  vm's  utilized  .''s  a  strrli,^t  ship,  1/2?  Inf 
personnel  used  the  starlight  scope  mounted  on  the  ?I-l6  rifle  to 
locate  the  enemy,  then  opened  fire  to  m^rk  the  target,  Tr^'iling 
the  starlight  aircraft  was  a  helicopter  fire  team  that  engaged  the 
target  after  the  narJdng  was  accomplished.  This  concept  is  sood 
and  works  well,  espcci^'lly  in  areas  where  there  are  numerous  canals 
and  rivers. 


15.  COIiAMDEa»S  Air. LISTS: 

The  provision  of  r  direct  support  rirm-'bilc  company  to  the 
Infantry  battalion  for  the  entire  period  of  '’n  operation  afforded 
the  cowmrnr’er  an  unprecedented  opportunity  in  developing  his  oper¬ 
ations,  Having  aircraft  at  his  disposal  enabled  him  to  launch  a 
inajdmum  numter  of  airmobile  operations  vandn:  in  size  from  fire 
team  to  company  over  r  ve:-y  large  .operational  area.  Flexibility 
W.S  also  materia llj'’  increased  since  the  battalion  was  able  to 
rapidly  hit  targets  of  opportunity  throughout  the  AO,  and  rejji- 
force  rapidly  as  the  situation  dictated,  Acri-^l  resupply  of  the 
entire  battalion  task  force  vr?s  successfully  integrated  into  the 
overa.ll  plan  for  effective  usage  of  the  airmobile  comoany.  During 
the  six  days  of  actual  operations,  plus  the  ol’nning  tine  prior  to 
the  first  day,  the  b*tt“lion  coiamander,  the  staff,  and  personnel  of 
the  airmobile  conpony  were  able  to  develop  the  finest  professional 

workliig  rcla.tionship, 

« 

16,  ir^coirDrJD/‘.Ticys ; 

a.  That  vdienevcr  possible,  consistent  with  available 
aaiation  assets,  an  airmobile  corpany  be  placed  in  direct  support 
of  the  infantry  batta.lion  vdien  that  batt.alion  is  operating  in  an 
isolated  area  and  far  removed  from  its  home  basi.  The  same  air¬ 
mobile  coepany  should  remain  in  DS  during  the  period, 

b.  That  an  infanUpr  battalion  and  prefcr'''bly  the  1/2? 


